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SUBJECT: LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER DEMIREL FROM PRESIDENT 
CARTER 

PLEASE D-LIVER FOLLOWING LETTER, DATED MARCH 16, FROM 
PRESIDENT TO PRIME MINISTER DEMIREL. SIGNED ORIGINAL HAS 
BEEN POUCHED. 

BEGIN TEXT. DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: ALTHOUGH SECRETARY 
CLIFFORD HAS ALREADY EXPRESSED HIS THANKS FOR YOUR CORDIAL 
RECEPTION DURING HIS RECENT VISIT TO ANKARA, I WANTED TO 
WRITE YOU PERSONALLY TO ADD MY APPRECIATION FOR THE COURTESY 
AND OPENNESS WITH WHICH YOU AND YOUR COLLEAGUES RECEIVED MY 
SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE. THE TIME YOU DEVOTED TO SECRETARY 
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CLIFFORD, AND THE WARM PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WHICH HE TELLS 
ME DEVELOPED BETWEEN YOU, GIVES ME GREAT HOPE FOR EARLY AND 
FULL RESTORATION OF THE CLOSE TIES WHICH HAVE SO LONG BOUND 
OUR TWO COUNTRIES TOGETHER. 

1 CAN ASSURE YOU THAT WHEN SECRETARY CLIFFORD SPOKE OUT OF 
THE WEALTH OF HIS OWN PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF THE ABIDING 
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IMPORTANCE OF NATO, HE WAS EXPRESSING MY VIEWS AS WELL AS 
HIS OWN. THE AMERICAN PEOPLE PLACE GREAT VALUE ON TURKEY'S 
FRIENDSHIP AND THE ALLIANCE RELATIONSHIP WE HAVE DEVELOPED 

AND MAINTAINED TOGETHER FOR ALMOST THIRTY YEARS. IN CON- 
VEYING TO ME THE IMPRESSIONS HE GAINED FROM HIS VISIT TO 
ANKARA, SECRETARY CLIFFORD HAS DEEPENED MY UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE SITUATION IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN AND OF THE 
IMPORTANCE THAT MUST BE ATTACHED TO SAFEGUARDING AND 
STRENGTHENING U.S.-TURKISH RELATIONS. 

I WAS ALSO HEARTENED TO LEARN, BASED ON SECRETARY 
CLIFFORD S MISSION, THAT SPECIFIC, SUBSTANTIVE PROPOSALS 
WILL BE PUT ON THE TABLE IN THE NEXT ROUND OF INTERCOMMUNAL 
NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO CYPRIOT COMMUNITIES WHICH 
BEGINS IN VIENNA LATER THIS MONTH. I AM HOPEFUL THAT 
THROUGH THESE PROCEDURES A PROCESS OF SUSTAINED DISCUSSIONS 
OF CONCRETE ISSUES CAN BEGIN AND THAT PROGRESS CAN BE MADE 
TOWARD THE LASTING AND JUST SOLUTION THAT WILL BENEFIT ALL 
CYPRIOTS. MY ADMINISTRATION PLACES A HIGH PRIORITY IN 
ASSISTING IN ANY WAY WE CAN THE EFFORTS OF UNITED NATIONS 
SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM AND THE TWO CYPRIOT COMMUNITIES 
IN REACHING A MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE SETTLEMENT. IT IS MY 
EARNEST HOPE THAT THROUGH THESE EFFORTS, 1977 WILL PROVE TO 
BE THE YEAR A JUST CYPRUS SETTLEMENT BECOMES A REALITY. 

I HOPE THAT IT WILL BE POSSIBLE TO MEET WITH YOU AT AN 
EARLY DATE SO THAT WE HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS 
MATTERS OF MUTUAL CONCERN TO OUR TWO COUNTRIES. SINCERELY, 
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JIMMY CARTER. END TEXT. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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